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Local Students Learn History at Kentucky Camp

By Chris Schrager
On Nov. 4, 2003 approximately 20 students with a question-and-answer session during a picnic
from five elementary schools in the Vail School lunch on the porch of the Administration Building.
district visited Kentucky Camp. The students, who In addition to expanding the Heritage Program’s
were accompanied by two teachers, have been Educational Outreach component, the field trip

working on  an
interdisciplinary unit
on mining and
Arizona history.
Coordinated and led
by  archaeologists
from the Coronado
National Forest
Heritage  Program,
students were given
a history and tour of

provided an opportunity to
enhance our partnership with the
Desert Gold Diggers of Tucson,
£ a local recreational organization
whose members offered the gold
mining presentation. In addition,
they have committed to expand
the presentation for the March
2004 Centennial Celebration at
Kentucky Camp, as part of
Arizona Archaeology Month. It

the site; a has long been a goal of the
presentation on gold Friends that Kentucky Camp be
mining and used as an educational resource
opportunity to pan - by local school districts; we
for gold and operate a sluice box; and enjoyed a hope that this is the beginning of regular visits by
hike to Boston Gulch to observe the hydraulic school groups eager to see history as we’ve
mining pits from the brief operation of the Santa preserved it.

Rita Water and Mining Company. The visit ended

2003 ANNUAL MEETING AND OCTOBER WORK WEEKEND

Our annual meeting was held at Kentucky Camp on October 11. Our traditional potluck was a great success
and fun was had by all. Vice-president Nancy Hough announced the results of the Secretarial election. Sandy
Doumas agreed run for another two year term, and was reelected by votes received from over 50% of our
membership as required by the Friends of Kentucky Camp bylaws. President Mark Doumas and Forest Service
Liaison Chris Schrager reviewed progress at Kentucky Camp during the past year. The new entry road
alignment, electrical repair, and many other accomplishments were discussed.




Mary Farrell presented the status of the Kentucky Camp Rehabilitation Plan. She provided recent drafts of
the plan which is currently going through a review and approval process within the Forest Service. The plan
contains an outline for what remains to be done to rehabilitate Kentucky Camp as well as an updated view of
how the site will be used to promote this important Southern Arizona historical site. The plan contains many
before-and-after photos so you can see the great progress that's been made in rehabilitating the site during the
past fifteen years. (Contact Mark or Sandy at doumas@mindspring.com if you want one of the extra copies.)

The October Annual Meeting this year coincided with one of our newly inaugurated work weekends.
Projects for the weekend included mud maintenance on cabin C, more electrical work in the headquarters
building, and lots of weed whacking!

100 Ycars on the Rangc

By Bill Gillespie

A number of local entities celebrate their also represents a unique case of 100 years of

centennials in the early 21* century, including the
Coronado National Forest, the Forest Service itself,
the Santa Rita Water and Mining Company and
Kentucky Camp. One nearby centennial
organization is the Santa Rita Experimental Range
located on the “other” side of the Santa Rita
Mountains from Kentucky Camp, on the open
sloping country north of Madera Canyon and
between the mountains and the Santa Cruz River.
The headquarters of the range are located at Florida
Station, on the
Coronado
National
Forest, about 6
miles west of §
Kentucky
Camp.

This
November the
University  of
Arizona and its
partners  such
as the Forest
Service
celebrated the
centennial
anniversary of
the Santa Rita
Experimental
Range with a
conference, tours, and a party at the Range
headquarters in Florida Canyon. This 80-square
mile grassland area is the longest continuously
operated research area dedicated to the study of
rangeland use and ecology in the United States. It

This 1936 photo shows the Santa Rita Experimental Range Director's house at
Florida Station after a winter snow storm.

cooperation between the University, the Department
of Agriculture, and local cooperating ranchers. It is
also of interest to those of us on the Coronado
National Forest because its origins are entwined
with the origins of the Forest.

The very first land unit in what would
eventually become today’s Coronado National
Forest was the Santa Rita Forest Reserve,
established by a proclamation by President
Theodore Roosevelt on April 2, 1902 (a centennial
that went largely

uncelebrated).
Roosevelt followed
up by proclaiming
three more Forest
Reserves in the
summer of 1902 —
the Chiricahua,
Santa Catalina, and
Mount Graham.
The remainder of
the 12 units which
now comprise the
Coronado NF were
established between
1906 and 1919.

The Santa Rita
Forest Reserve as it
was established in
1902 has a unique
characteristic that is not seen in any other local
Forest. That is, it included more low-lying range
land than it did forested mountain slopes. While the
Forest Reserve included the main part of the Santa
Rita Mountains, it also extended 40 miles north of




the mountains to the outskirts of Tucson. The north
end of the Forest Reserve later became Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base. The Reserve did not
include the area around Greaterville and Kentucky
Camp — that area was added in 1907 after the Santa
Rita Water and Mining Company operation had
largely ceased operations.  Contrary to the
connotation of its name, less than 15 percent of the
Santa Rita Forest Reserve’s lands was classed as
“timbered land.”

enough clout to ensure that the first Forest Reserve
in southern Arizona included some 300 square
miles of range land for their study.

Soon after the Forest Reserve was created, the
Department of Agriculture and the Experiment
Station, likely represented by Griffiths and Forbes
respectively, drafted an agreement for “cooperative
range investigations.” Early in 1903, a 49-square
mile area was surveyed and a contract for fencing

awarded to local

So why did the

Forest Reserve

rancher/miner William

contain so much
unwooded land?
The answer lies in
the Range Reserve
whose  centennial
we're marking. It’s
clear that Santa Rita
Forest Reserve was
created with a range
reserve clearly in
mind. And that in
turn is because two
of the main forces

behind the
delineation of the
Forest Reserve

were Robert Forbes
at the University of
Arizona’s
Agricultural
Experiment Station
and David Griffiths RELIEF MAP
of the Department or

of Agriculture’s uU. s. :
Bureau of Plant RANGE RESERVE |
Industry. Both of ¥

McCleary who had a
camp near the mouth of
what is now known as
Florida Canyon (at that
time it was McCleary’s
or Stone Cabin Canyon).
McCleary had
previously been one of
the main promoters of
the largely unsuccessful
Rosemont Smelting and

Mining Company,
located 6 miles north of
Kentucky Camp

(McCleary’s Camp
became the town of
Rosemont and in 1894
McCleary served as the
first Postmaster of
Rosemont).

By the end of May
1903 the range
exclosure fence was
nearly complete and
Griffiths instructed local
ranchers to come for a
roundup to claim their

these  researchers
had been studying

This shaded relief map shows the Santa Rita Range Reserve a few : ; ;
years after the main exclosure was fenced in 1903. The added labels official designation at

stock. Though it had no

the range lands of show the ranchers that were cooperating with the range reserve in the time, this 49-square

southern  Arizona

and were alarmed at the deteriorated conditions of
the grasslands. A significant drought in the early
1890s combined with serious over-grazing had lead
to depletion of grasslands, increased erosion, and
the starvation of large numbers of cattle. Forbes
and Griffiths had laid plans to launch a study of the
rangelands south of Tucson to investigate how the
productivity of the severely degraded grazing lands
could be recovered. The two apparently had

mile exclosure became
the core of what is now the Santa Rita Experimental
Range. McCleary secured an appointment as the
on-site custodian and designated representative of
the Bureau and the Station, charged with
maintaining fences, keeping weather observations,
and reporting on activities in and around the
reserve. While grazing was nominally excluded
from the large exclosure, it was not untouched land.



















