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Don Fisher New FKC President

July 11, 1998, marked the last meeting of the
Friends’ 1996-1998 board of directors and the
first meeting of the 1998-2000 board. The
new board elected Don Fisher as president,
Betty Leavengood vice-president, Arlene
Franks treasurer, Jack Glenn secretary, and
Tom Gordon, director at large. Arnold Franks
will continue his full-time job as caretaker, as
well as be the Coordinator for the Friends.

Don’s presidential duties have already
included working on the grant proposal
initiated by Mark South and Kathy Makansi
and making sure the title to the donated RV
is properly transferred to the American Lung
Association. “T'll be doing my best for the
Friends of Kentucky Camp, and will
appreciate the help of all our members,” says
Don. “One of my goals is to help improve
communication— I am open to ideas and
input from anybody. If everyone does a little,
it won’t be a hard job for anyone.”

Welcome to New Friends!
Martha Jo Billy

Molly Jo Britt

Jim and Marie Britton

Adella Chidester

Pauli Davidson

P. J. Eaton

Mary Edwards

Don and Joyce Kimpland

Florian Prososki

The Coronado National Forest extends its
thanks to the “old” board— according to
Forest archaeologist Mary Farrell, “the
Friends have accomplished amazing thingsin
the last two years, with everything from
repaired rock work, gorgeous windows and
doors, patched and mended walls, floors, and
ceilings, and the design and construction of
the comfortable and lovely porch now gracing
Cabin C. Other ‘behind-the-scenes’jobs, like
the time-consuming accounting and record-
keeping, have also been critical to the
restoration efforts. Our Kentucky Camp
Passport in Time projects these past two
years would have been impossible without the
Friends. In fact, all the ongoing restoration
work at Kentucky Camp would be impossible
without the Friends!”
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CLIPPINGS by F. L. Orrell

This month, as per promise, we ruminate
about James B. Stetson and the question
marks he scattered throughout the saga of
the Santa Rita Water and Mining Company.
In 1902 he quietly enters the scene, stage
left, as the youngish General Manager for
the SRWMCo. He moves to center stage
where he occupies the spotlight for three
years tending to business in Greaterville
while at the same time managing sufficient
presence in Tucson to become well-liked and
respected there.

From stage right he leaves the scene on May
20, 1905, in a tragic fall from an upper story
window in the Santa Rita Hotel in Tucson.
Two things will become abundantly clear as
we process through this account. One, Saint
Rita eschewed throwing a protective cloak
around Stetson, no matter her concern for
miners in general. Two, had he lived in our
time, his adult life would have been fodder for
supermarket tabloid headlines.

1. The post-McAneny era puffery promoting
investment in or sale of former SRWMCo.
holdings credit Stetson with being a capable
mining engineer who contributed importantly
to the company. At the same time the fluff
ambivalently touts input from Eastern
engineers. However, there is no evidence to
substantiate diluting credit to Stetson for
engineering and constructing a successful
hydraulic mining operation.

2. Now, for some Stetson “mysteries.” The
undersized reservoir at Stetson’s Dam could
have been a McAneny financial decision,
arguably not a Stetson engineering choice.
Certainly, there is evidence from newspaper
accounts that Stetson knew early on that the
reservoir was woefully inadequate and
anticipated building a larger, second one.
Aside from that, the hydraulic system was so
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well planned as to make Stetson appear to be
the graduate of an engineering school.

Born and raised in Oakland, a logical choice
for matriculation would have been the
University of California at Berkeley, home of
one of the earliest and best mining schools.
Alas, there is no record of his attendance
there. Question: did he take a degree
elsewhere or gain his competence in the
School of Hard Knocks?

3. James B. was apparently the black sheep of
the Stetson family. He was named to honor
an uncle who became a very influential and
wealthy business man in San Francisco. His
brother was a prominent attorney in
Oakland. However, the obituaries of both
brother and uncle ignored his existence. Upon
his demise, James left a 15-year old son who
was being reared in Oakland by his
grandparents. No reference to the boy's
mother has ever surfaced. Another tragedy?

4. Perhaps nothing better illustrates the
changes over the last century in perception of
time and use of time and pace of living than
the frequency with which Stetson visited
Tucson from Greaterville (a trip of one to two
days). And the duration of his visits which
enabled him to make close friends and to gain
membership in two fraternal organizations,
the Eagles and the Elks. Application for
joining the latter was by invitation only.
Initiation was possible only upon a successful
investigation of character and physical
condition. Although never referred to as
“Brother” in the minutes of Lodge #385,
B.P.O. Elks, Stetson was elected to
membership just two months before his
death.

On Stetson’s investigative committee were
prominent Tucson citizens Drachman and
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Ziegler. Initiated a month before Stetson’s
election was Linda Ronstadt’s grandfather.
Months later, Buffalo Bill began visiting his
mines in the Catalina Mountains which
afforded him fraternal visits to the expensive
cigars and bar of Lodge 385. Stetson was in
very good company.

5. Although Stetson’s fall was publicly
accepted as an accident, the official
investigation was cursory and the finding
ambiguous. Here are some of the
circumstances of the last three years of his
life—you be the judge.

There is much reason to believe that the
early relationship between Stetson and
McAneny was one of mutual respect and
trust. A good hypothesis is that McAneny
would finance the venture in the event that
other significant investors did not
materialize. Upon successful operation of the
company, as majority owner, he would find
hisreward in dividends and increased market

Santa Rita Hotel, Tucson, about 1905 (courtesy Arizona Historical Society).

value of the company’s common stock. To
show good faith and his confidence in
ultimate success of the operation, apparently
Stetson agreed to draw no pay. For three long
years, then, he would have supported himself
from prior savings. There was a handshake
agreement that at some time the company
would issue 120 shares of stock to him. (Each
member of the Board of Directors already
held 100 shares, however.) It is noteworthy
either as an indicator of McAneny’s duplicity
or his failing health, that Stetson’s widow had
to resort to litigation to force McAneny's
compliance with the verbal contract.

6. Although not one of the original
incorporators of SRWMCo., in 1905 G. R.
Comings surfaces as a resident of
Greaterville, a member of the Board of
Directors, owner of 100 shares of SRWMCo.
stock and a mining engineer. In spite of
having provided the technical input and
operational management to SRWMCo. for
three years, when McAneny went to Mexico



















